This article examines the biography of the historian Alexander Nikolaevich Savin , a specialist in English agrarian history of the 16 th and 17 th centuries. Based on archival sources, the published and unpublished writings of the historian, reminiscences about him, his diaries and his correspondence, this article focuses on the significance of two countries-Great Britain and Russia-for his personal and intellectual life.
Introduction
Alexander Nikolaevich Savin (1873 Savin ( -1923 ) is one of the undeservedly forgotten names in Russian national historiography. He died when the situation in Soviet Russia was not at all easy for the academic community. The rapidly changing structure of management in academic studies, the increasing ideological pressure and tendentiousness in historical research writings, and serious political transformations in the 1920s and 1930s gradually led to the fact that the works and the name of Alexander Savin seemed not relevant to the socialist state. However, no one will deny that this has been the fate of many historians of the "pre-revolutionary" academic world, historians who could not adjust their social and political activities or scientific views being to the new Soviet historical studies and the life of the Soviet state as a whole. In this respect, the fate of A. N. Savin's heritage was even "lucky". Colleagues and students who knew him well, even the Director of the Institute of the Red Professors M. N. Pokrovsky, resisted mentioning the political preferences of the historian, his sympathy to the Cadets and participation in Cadet propaganda. None of the articles after 1923 devoted to the memory of the historian contained anything "political." Moreover, the impression was made that he had been almost a reclusive scientist, deeply immersed in the medieval archival sources, who'd never given public lectures or published in the Cadet press articles criticizing the Bolsheviks or some of the theory of Marx. For a variety of reasons, A. N. Savin was perceived before the 1940s to be a historian of the older generation, someone who had been relatively "close" to the Soviet historical science and somehow followed the Marxist theory. One must give credit to the corporate ethics of the historians, his colleagues and students, who tried to preserve for the present day the majority of his works and to develop his ideas about English agrarian history of the modern and pre-modern times. As for the life of Alexander Savin or his political ideas, they have been mostly forgotten. His private documents and correspondence were destroyed after his wife died, and the only way it is possible to reconstruct his life is to examine the different archival materials, works and diaries of the historian. Some of the results of this research are presented in this paper.
Great Britain in the life and works of A. N. Savin
As repeatedly pointed out in the national historiography, for Russian intellectuals the constant interest in Great Britain and its history has never been a simply abstract interest but usually very closely related to the political issues and social development of the day. The debates between the so-called "Westerners" (zapadniki) and "Slavophiles" (slavianofili), most intense during the 1840s and 1850's, had greatly intensified and pushed this interest. Every word, fact or idea that had been more or less connected to the agrarian question seemed to be of vital importance in 19 th -century Russia. Parker was actively promoted in the pages of Russian architectural periodicals, and in 1913 "Russian society garden-cities" were organized. A. N. Savin supported R. Unwin's philosophy of planning the settlements: the architect was convinced that the people should be involved in this process (democratic planning). The English architects thought that «social coherence could be encouraged through the visual coherence of a place, and a sense of community enhanced by the "aesthetic control" of building materials, housing design and layout» 1 . Those ideas fit the democratic convictions of the Russian historian as well as his aesthetic sense. Alexander Savin was also impressed by the attitude of the architect to the question of the cost of new housing for the workers. At the Fabian society meeting, R. Unwin mentioned that if the houses were built too cheap, they "can not be beautiful and comfortable. We must not impair the houses, but try to make the poor be richer, so they can pay the rent for a nice apartment." 
